
 

For Immediate Release 

Kirby Edges Renfrow for Victory in Round Three 

Willows, Calif. (April 11, 2015) – Thunderhill Raceway in the hillsides west of Willows, California was 
the site of round three of the Pacific Formula F1600/F2000 Championship run with the San Francisco 
Region of the SCCA as part of the SCCA U.S. Majors Tour.  Alex Kirby won the opening round of the 
weekend as he had at the opening round at Auto Club Speedway in Fontana, California in January. 

This weekend the series drivers competed within run groups made up of several different classes due 
to a revised series format designed to allow drivers to compete in the series and SCCA sanctioned 
events simultaneously. This weekend using the 2.866 mile undulating road circuit, the Formula 1600 
group ran in FF and was grouped with F500 and FV. 

The Saturday qualifying session began at 10:00am 
and was twenty minutes in duration as the field took 
to the track under clear, sunny skies and 
temperatures in the mid-seventies it was series 
rookie Scott Huffaker who made an immediate 
impression as he moved his #99, Piper DL7/Honda to 
the head of the time sheets.  When the flag fell on the 
session, Huffaker remained the fastest, claiming the 
pole for the afternoon race.  Huffaker was closely 
followed by Denny Renfrow in his #11, Wheely Open 
Racing, Piper DL7/Honda, just 0.3 of a second 
behind to claim the outside front row starting position.  Lining up behind Huffaker and Renfrow were 
Rick Payne, #75, Payton Pools, Van Diemen/Honda; Daniel Swanbeck, #27, BigWheels.net, 
SmugMug, TwoSeven Design, Piper/Honda; Alex Kirby, #81, LA Prep Inc., Fast Forward 
Components, Piper Race Cars, Piper DL7/Honda and David Jalen, #50, OverBudgetRacin’, Swift 
DB1/Ford.  Absent this weekend were series veterans Ed Erlandson, #8, Artwork by Eli, Porter 
Racing, 1993 Swift DB6/Honda, Chuck Horn, #54, Hotel California, Porter Racing, Swift DB6/Honda, 
and Dave Zurlinden, #31, Pro Pack Systems, Fast Forward, Piper DF5/Honda. 

The green flag fell on the race, scheduled for 3:20pm, and as the field surged toward turn 1 it was 
Alex Kirby with a bold move on the outside that moved into the lead of the race followed by Huffaker, 
Swanbeck, Renfrow, Payne all in close attendance and Jalen, already beginning to sound rough. 

Kirby worked to increase his lead as Swanbeck moved past Huffaker into second place as the two 
began a several lap duel that allowed Kirby to pull away at the front while just behind Renfrow battled 
Payne with the Canadian harrying Renfrow all the way around the circuit. 



With Kirby continuing in the lead the battle behind raged as positions swapped at nearly every corner.  
Renfrow pulled clear from Payne and began to close in on the battle for second between Swanbeck 
and Huffaker and in the matter of a couple laps Renfrow had dispatched not only Huffaker, but 
Swanbeck as well to move into second place.  Once clear, Renfrow began to close on Kirby who’s 
comfortable lead had diminished and the two began a spirited duel which was later joined by Scott 
Huffaker making it a three car tussle, Huffaker having decisively passed Swanbeck, moved to the 
take his place in the leading pack.  Renfrow eased past Kirby to take the lead as the race headed 
toward the closing stages but that continued to change as the three positions continued to change as 
laps wound down. 

With six laps to go, Huffaker ground to a halt with the gearbox locked in two gears and was unable to 
continue, which left Renfrow closely leading Kirby battling for the lead. 

With the retirement of Huffaker, Payne closed on Swanbeck for third place as the field moved onto 
the final lap.  

With the checkered flag in the air, Renfrow and Kirby battled down the front straight toward it and 
when it fell, Kirby had edged Renfrow by the narrowest of margins.  The win gives Kirby his second 
victory of the season following his non-championship win in Fontana, the early lead in the point 
standings. Kirby is in his third season in the series having joined in June of 2013 and is also 
competing this weekend in the F2000 class in a Swift DB3/Ford later today. 

Denny Renfrow with his strong second place finish makes it a one-two finish for the new Piper DL7 
paired with the Honda Fit engine.  Renfrow also claimed the Expert Class Victory. 

Daniel Swanbeck finished third for his third podium this season in his beautifully prepared red, black 
and chrome, ex-Kirby Piper DF-5. 

Rick Payne finished fourth his car having come to a stop on the final lap with an undiagnosed 
electrical problem. 

David Jalen exited the race early on with mechanical woes. 

Round 4 to be held Sunday at 1:25pm. 

F1600 Qualifying: 1. Scott Huffaker, (Piper DL7/Honda-A), 1m52.446s; 2. Denny Renfrow, (Piper 
DL9/Honda-H), 1m52.746s; 3. Rick Payne, (Van Diemen/Honda-A), 1m53.389s; 4. Daniel Swanbeck, 
(Piper DF5/Honda-H), 1m53.475s; 5. Alex Kirby, (Piper DL7/Honda-H), 1m54.920s; 6. David Jalen, 
(Swift DB1/Ford-A), 2m16.742s. Tires: A-Avon, C-Cooper, G-Goodyear, H-Hoosier, T-Toyo. 

F1600 Round 3 (16 laps): 1. Kirby; 2. Renfrow; 3. Swanbeck; 4. Payne; 5. Huffaker; 6. Jalen. 
Fastest race lap: Renfrow, 1m52.705s. 
Expert class winner (over 35): Renfrow. 
Points: Kirby, 30; Renfrow, 27; Swanbeck, 22; Payne 19, Huffaker, 19; Jalen, 15. 

The series can be followed at facebook.com/pacificf2000racing and twitter.com/PacificF2000. 

For more details go to www.pacificf2000.com or contact Peter West at 310-363-9444, or by email, 
pacificf2000@hotmail.com. 


